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Contact: Jackie Whelan: kildareladiesgaapro@gmail.com Issue 2

Welcome to the Cill Dara Peil na mBan newsletter. If
you have any news features from your club you
would like covered in future issues, please contact the
above email address. This edition will focus on the
U14 grade in Kildare. It features match reports from
the county teams run to the Leinster final followed by
the All-Ireland Shield semi-final. On the club scene,
this newsletter features reports and photos from the
championship finals.

Leinster Championship Round 1 Kildare 1-1
Dublin 7-17

By Damien Aulsberry

From the throw in Dublin won the ball and skillfully
weaved their way downfield finishing off the move
with a shot that hit the upright and bounced back into
the grateful hands of the Dublin full forward who
dispatched a powerful shot into the back of the net.
This move summed up the conviction of a really
skilful and powerful Dublin team who came to St.
Laurences with only winning in mind. The Kildare
girls tried hard but on the day were no match for the
slick passing and movement from the Dubs. The
match slipped out of the Kildare girls hands from the
very start and the opposition were intent on putting as
many scores on the board as they could. A point in
from Rachel Reidy was the only consolation in a first
half in which Dublin ran the show. Kildare faired
much the same in the second half with a well taken
goal from Niamh Dunne being the highlight. Kildare
must regroup and focus on getting another crack at
the Dubs by beating Laois in a couple of weeks and
Wexford two weeks later. Best for Kildare were
Rachel Reidy, Molly Price, Niamh Mulhall, Caoimhe
Jameson and Niamh Dunne

Kildare team: Brooke Dunne, Laura Hannon, Emma
Lyons (Capt.), Aine Dunne, Bronagh Kearney, Lydia
Furey, Audrey Murphy, Chloe Byrne, Abbie
Monaghan, Caoimhe O'Ferghail, Shauna Kendrick,
Rachel Reidy, Molly Price, Niamh Mulhall, Laura
Scales. Subs Used: Gemma Harnett, Caoimhe

Jameson, Kirstyn Dooley, Kayley Farrell, Niamh
Dunne, Emily Aulsberry.

Leinster Championship Round 2 Laois 5-7
Kildare 7-7

By Amanda Dunne

Laois on the home turf started this game ferociously
against a stiff breeze, however, they hadn't banked on
stiff defending from Kildare in the form of Gemma
Harnet and Emma Lyons, Shauna Kendrick linked in
and found Niamh Mulhall in space but a tight Laois
defence thwarted the attack. Brooke Dunne
intercepted the ball for the visitors and put in Niamh
Mulhall, a swift chain of passes between Molly Price,
Lydia Fury, Shauna Kendrick, Caoimhe O' Fearghail
saw the first point on the board for Kildare courtesy
of Niamh Dunne. Chloe Byrne came into the action
and linked up well with Caoimhe O' Fearghail with
Molly Price unfortunate not to convert. Laois took
the game to Kildare and after several changes of
possession in the midfield, the home team scored
their first point from play. Again, the ball bounced
between both teams the length and breadth of the
pitch, with Laois taking advantage and sending
goalwards a rebound from the Kildare crossbar.
Emma Lyons blocked down the next Laois attack and
Audrey Murphy was quickest to the reverberating
ball, good link up play found Shauna Kendrick and in
turn Rachel Reidy, Niamh Dunne domineering in the
no. 15 jersey was just wide with her shot. Brooke
Dunne intercepted the kick out and passed onto
Niamh Mulhall, she found Shauna Kendrick who
played in Caoimhe O' Fearghail who took on the
keeper and scored. Shauna won the resulting kick
out, Molly Price flew into space and was rewarded
with the ball, Caoimhe O' Fearghail then put in Abbie
Monaghon for a goal. Laois came at Kildare and
despite the best efforts of Gemma Harnet, Emma
Lyons, Caoimhe Jameson and Emer Ni Cheallaigh,
they managed to score bringing the sides level once
more. Laois then penned Kildare into their own half
and scored another goal. Kildare on the back foot
worked hard to get the ball up the field and were
rewarded with a point from Niamh Mulhall and a
second goal from Caoimhe O' Fearghail. Once more
Laois evened up the score. The half back line of
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Gemma Harnet, Brooke Dunne and Chloe Byrne
really came into their own through the next passage
of play, with determined battling, blocking and
interceptions they countered Laois's every move
goalwards, well supported by Rachel Reidy these
girls ensured the next goal was Kildare's courtesy of
Abbie Monaghon. Lydia Fury claimed the kick out
and interlinking play from Molly Price, Rachel
Reidy, Niamh Mulhall saw the Laois keeper
inundated with goal attempts. Laois turned
possession over and pointed from a free. In the final
minutes of the first half Caoimhe O' Fearghail and
Rachel Reidy both pointed from play to leave Kildare
with the upper hand at 4-4 to 3-3.

The second half had Kildare playing into the wind
which had strengthened during the interval, Laois
again gained possession of the ball from the off but
substitute Kirstyn Dooley proved she was a solid
replacement for injured captain Emma Lyons. Intense
pressure from Laois saw them rewarded with first a
goal and then a point. Taking matters into her own
hands Brooke Dunne burst out of the back line and
found club mate Shauna Kendrick in space, Rachel
Reidy screamed for the ball, received and quickly
laid it off to Niamh Mulhall who played Caoimhe
O'Fearghail in for a well-executed point. Yet once
more Laois came on the attack Caoimhe Jameson for
Kildare took it personally and battled all around her
managing to put the ball up field to Rachel Reidy
who set up Niamh Mulhall for an opportunist goal.
Second Kildare substitute Emily Aulsberry was
determined to get her name on the score sheet as she
stuck the next free straight between the uprights.
Chloe Byrne, Audrey Murphy and Brooke Dunne
blocked down and intercepted the Laois counter
attacks, Shauna Kendrick and Rachel Reidy were
willing runners but the ball seemed reluctant to travel
goalwards. Laois ever persistent threw themselves
into the attack and an error in the backs saw a penalty
awarded Emer Ni Cheallaigh in the Kildare goals
eyeballed the player before pushing the ball away
onto the crossbar, Emer then leapt on the rebound
and for her efforts was taken out by one of the Laois
forwards. After the Kildare keeper received
treatment, Laois were awarded a free which they put
wide. Caoimhe Jameson received Emer's kick out,
playing in Brooke Dunne she linked up with the
familiar culprits Shauna Kendrick, Rachel Reidy,
Caoimhe O'Fearghail with Shauna capitulating with a
goal. Niamh Mulhall, Gemma Harnet and Chloe
Byrne were tireless in chasing down the opposition
but Laois still managed to claw two points back.
Caoimhe Jameson and Kirsten Dooley linked up well
to clear the Kildare back line up to Audrey Murphy
who took the ball on and put Emily Aulsberry in for

the last goal of the game. This time Chloe Byrne
linked up with Brooke Dunne to set Rachel Reidy
off, her pass found Niamh Dunne who won a free
which Emily Aulsberry converted. Substitutes Niamh
Bracken and Bronagh Kearney worked well and
Kayley Farrell battled to get into the action. Laois
knocked over two more points from play before the
final whistle resounded.

Leinster Championship Round 3 Wexford 3-4

Kildare 5-9

By Jackie Whelan

On what was a perfect day for football, this Kildare
side were determined to reach the Leinster final to get
another pop at Dublin. The only thing that stood in
their way was an impressive Wexford team who had
secured a fine win over Laois. All the early pressure
came from the homeside and full forward Rebecca
Foley found herself in on goal inside the opening
minute to blast a shot wide of the post. Wexford kept
pushing forward and their early start was rewarded in
the fifth minute with a great pass from Rebecca Foley
to Chloe Fox who sent the ball past Emer Ni
Cheallaigh in the Kildare goals. Kildare began to
settle and Rachel Reidy opening the scoring on 10
minutes. Niamh Mulhall added another point a
minute later. Wexford were putting a lot of pressure
on the Kildare backs but it was Caoimhe Jameson
and Emma Lyons who were on top of their game to
intercept and block any ball that came their way.
Niamh Mulhall and Shauna Kendrick linked up well
in the middle and set up some great pieces of play for
Kildare. It was Caoimhe O Fearghail who snatched
the first goal for Kildare from a free that dropped in
over the keeper. The Wexford girls were not phased
by this and powered up the field and Chloe Fox
pointed for them a minute later making the score
Wexford 1.01 Kildare 1.02. Kildare were unfortunate
to loose opening scorer Rachel Reidy through injury
and she was replaced by Niamh Dunne. Molly Price
was introduced with 18 minutes gone in the first half
and made an immediate impact gathering ball,
distributing perfect passes and opening up the
Wexford defence. She was on the field one minute
when she got her first score popping over a great
point. Her presence seemed to drive on the young
lilywhites and forwards like Kayleigh Farrell enjoyed
running at Wexford. Kildare had a few misses but
had full possession at this stage and Molly Price
scored another great point after 23 minutes. Wexford
replied with a quick point which managed to bounce
its way over the bar. Kayleigh Farell won possession
on the wing and tore in to the Wexford defence and
powered home a superb goal for Kildare. This goal
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gave a bit of breathing space just before the break.
Half time score Wexford 1-2 Kildare 2-4.

Kildare were determined to put Wexford out of the
game and with just 3 minutes in to the second half,
Shauna Kendrick had side stepped a Wexford back to
score a great goal for Kildare. Wexford were not
ready to give up though and Rebecca Foley had
pulled back the goal a minute later. Caoimhe
Jameson continued her form from the first half and
picked up ball in the full back line with some great
interceptions. Niamh Mulhall tagged on two more
points for Kildare in the 6th and 8th minutes making
the score Wexford 2.02 Kildare 3.06. Wexford
surged forward and fired a shot at Emer Ni
Cheallaigh which was blocked and Rebecca Foley
snatched a point from the rebound. Niamh Dunne
scored a great point for Kildare but this was answered
with a long range Rebecca Foley point. Shauna
Kendrick was totally dominating play at this point
and has to be commended for her distribution of the
ball. Audrey Murphy was showing some great
fighting spirit since her half time introduction. Molly
Price added a further point for Kildare with 17
minutes gone in the second half. Caoimhe O
Fearghail collided with a Wexford player but showed
great courage and determination to continue on with
the game. Wexford were determined to stay in the
game and the on form Rebecca Foley scored a great
goal for the home side. This left just four points
between the sides Wexford 3.04 Kildare 3.08. The
next minute proved how great a side this Kildare
team are and demonstrated their never-give-up
attitude to football. Niamh Mulhall found herself in
on goal to put away a fantastic goal in what was one
of the moves of aand had a great performance overall
in goal with some perfectly placed kick outs. Laura
Scales put the final nail in the coffin for Wexford
scoring a great goal from an inch perfect pass from
Molly Price. Shauna Kendrick added a point for
Kildare with 2 minutes remaining to round off a good
day at the office. Final score Wexford 3.04 Kildare
5.09.

This was a great team performance from Kildare and
although tested by Wexford even at latter stages of
the game, they stuck to the task. It is very difficult to
single out players for their performance as it really
was an all-round performance including the
substitutes that were introduced. Special credit has to
be given to Shauna Kendrick and Molly Price who
were both exceptional on the day. The management
team have done a great job with this young side.
They play competitive, attacking, exciting football
and there is a great team spirit evident in the whole
set up.

Kildare team: Emer Ni Cheallaigh, Gemma Hartnett,
Emma Lyons, Caoimhe Jameson, Chloe Byrne, Lydia
Furey, Bronagh Kearney, Caoimhe O Fearghail (1.00
f), Niamh Mulhall (1.03), Abbie Monaghan, Shauna
Kendrick (1.01), Rachel Reidy (0.01), Kayleigh
Farrell (1.00), Shauna Doyle, Molly Cullen.
Substitutes: Emily Aulsberry for K Farrell, Molly
Price (0.03 1 f) for M Cullen, Niamh Dunne (0.01)
for R Reidy, Audrey Murphy for S Doyle, Niamh
Bracken for B Kearney and Laura Scales (1.00) for A
Monaghan.

U14 Leinster final - Kildare 2-3 Dublin 8-12

By Jackie Whelan

In a repeat of last year’s final, Kildare and Dublin
travelled to a windswept St Laurences to compete for
the 2011 U14 Leinster title. Dublin had convincingly
beaten the young Lilywhites earlier on in the
championship so Kildare were well aware of the task
ahead. Dublin had the strong wind at their backs for
the first half and took full advantage scoring 4.03 in
the opening ten minutes. Kildare struggled to settle in
to the game as the Dublin players had full possession
of the ball. Kildare girls Molly Price and Shauna
Kendrick battled hard for possession. Emer Ni
Cheallaigh in the Kildare goal was under severe
pressure for the entirety of the game but still
managed to show her experience between the posts
and pulled off some fine saves. Dublin continued to
dominate the rest of the half and their work rate on
and off the ball was impressive. It was in to injury
time of the first half before Kildare got their first
score through a well struck penalty from Caoimhe O
Fearghail leaving the half time score Kildare 1.00
Dublin 5.07.

Emma Byrne scored 2 quick points for Dublin in the
opening two minutes of the second half. Molly Price
scored a great point for Kildare 3 minutes in to the
second half. The Kildare girls began to get more
possession and battled hard. Niamh Mulhall added 2
points for Kildare. Dublin continued to tag on the
scores and the gap increased. The full time score
Kildare 2.03 Dublin 8.12. This Dublin team arrived
to Kildare with only a win on their minds producing
some great flowing football with some super scores.
The Kildare girls battled hard and never gave up and
can be proud of their displays of football throughout
the championship campaign. This final wasn’t to be
but this team will regroup and we hope to see all the
girls in the Kildare jersey again.

Kildare team: Emer Ni Cheallaigh, Gemma Hartnett,
Emma Lyons (Capt), Caoimhe Jameson, Chloe
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Byrne, Brooke Dunne, Audrey Murphy, Niamh
Mulhall, Lydia Furey, Rachel Reidy, Shauna
Kendrick, Caoime O Fearghail, Molly Price, Abbie
Monaghan, Niamh Dunne, Natasha Murphy, Kayley
Farrell, Emily Aulsberry, Laura Scales, Shauna
Doyle, Molly Cullen, Niamh Bracken, Laura
Hannon, Bronagh Kearney and Kirstyn Dooley.

All-Ireland A Shield semi-final Kildare 1-
10 Leitrim 3-12

By Amanda Dunne

Abbie Monahan of Kildare won the throw in and set
up Shauna Kendrick for her first score of the game.
Kildare won the ball and took it goal wards but failed
to score from play. Leitrim’s Emma Guckian took
the next point and Leitrim closed down the Kildare
half putting on pressure, Aileen Maguire and Niamh
Maguire took a point a piece. Kildare’s’ Gemma
Harnet, Brooke Dunne and Shauna Kendrick worked
slavishly putting balls forward whilst Emily
Aulsberry and Laura Scales made good use of them
dragging the score back level. Emer Ni Cheallaigh in
the Kildare goal made her first of two great saves of
the day but Leitrim’s Aileen Maguire was quicker to
the rebounding ball and tucked it into the back of the
net. Leitrim put over a few more points before the
end of the half leaving the score 1-7 in their favour to
Kildare’s 0-4.

Kildare re-grouped for the second half and introduced
Kayley Farrell her momentum across the centre
forward line had the team believing in themselves,
Emily Aulsberry rattled in another brace whilst Abbie
Monahan and Caoimhe O’Fearghaill also put their
names on the score sheet. Kildare seemed to have the
upper hand and when Brooke Dunne launched a free
from her own half to the edge of the Leitrim square,
Shauna Kendrick pounced and hammered the ball
goal wards Kildare were once more in the lead.
However, the introduction by Leitrim of Dearbhaile
Beirne was disastrous for the young Lillie’s as she
took over the game and scored 2-4 before the
half was over.

Best for Kildare were Gemma Harnet, Brooke
Dunne, Shauna Kendrick, Kayley Farrell and Emily
Aulsberry. Best for Leitrim were Dearbhaile Beirne,
Aileen Maguire, Katie Kelly and Emma Guckian.

Division 1 St Laurences 4-1 Sarsfields 1-9 (AET)

By Amanda Dunne

This meeting of the top two teams in Division 1 was
a cracker from start to finish, with only the 10
minutes of extra time sorting the victors. From the off
the Larries Aine Dunne won the ball but her pass was
intercepted by Sarsfields “rookie” Melissa Monahan
O’Brien who had her best game of the season. The
Sash girls had the early chances without converting
them so Emma Dargan stamped her mark on the
game with a resounding goal for the Larries. Brooke
Dunne, Gemma Harnet and Karla O’Reilly did
Trojan work in the middle of the park resulting in
points for Emily Aulsberry, Molly Price and Ciara
Morris. The level game had the experienced Larries
players in the form of Mia Phelan, Abbie Monaghan
and Ciara Wheeler working the ball around to open a
gap in the Sash defence, a hard job with the in-form
Emma Lyons on patrol. The Larries persistence paid
off as a spectacular save from Sarsfields goalie
Niamh Hannon rebounded into the arms of Megan
Goufferty to point after only minutes earlier having
tucked away a goal. Half-time score Sarsfields 0-3 to
St. Laurences 2-1.

Both teams took to the field in the second half with
determination written all over their faces ignoring the
gale force breeze swirling around the pitch, the action
began. It was tit for tat up and down the pitch until
Ciara Wheeler lined up for a free and got a deflection
into the goal. Sarsfields started to claw their way
back point by point with Shauna Kendrick and Laura
Scales dropping deep to run the ball out of their
defensive area setting up Emily Aulsberry for three
consecutive points. The Sash ladies closed down the
Lawrences’ half a determined team effort saw Ciara
Morris coolly slotting the ball into the back of the
net. The crowd could feel the minutes ticking over
and the Larries girls took it goal wards but Brooke
Dunne intercepted with Shauna Kendrick in support
the ball was played on, Emily Aulsberry carried the
ball further linking up once more with Shauna to
point to draw the game, with seconds left Sarsfields
won a free but it was to be their fifth wide of the
game. Full-time score Sarsfields 1-7 to St. Laurence’s
3-1.

The first period of extra time had the Larries keeper
Ciara Flood pulling off a great save and the counter
attack led to a goal by Cliona O Connor. The Sash
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girls had one more fruitless attempt before the
whistle resounded. Half time of extra time Sarsfields
1-7 to St. Laurences 4-1. The second five minute
period was frantic with the ball moving swiftly from
end to end. Sarsfields Emily Aulsberry kicked the last
two points from frees but it just wasn’t enough. Great
credit has to go to both teams as well as both sets of
mentors for the valiant match displayed in Kilcullen
GAA.

U14 Sarsfields team

St Laurences – Division 1 champions

Division 2 Athy 2-4 Moorefield 3-8

By Sharon Walsh

Athy opened the scoring on 4 mins with an excellent
point from Clodagh Mulhall but that was to be their
only contribution of the 1st half which saw
Moorefield take an impressive half time lead of 2-05
to a single point. It could've been a more impressive
lead but for the excellent goalkeeping of Athy's,
Sarah Robinson, who pulled off 2 excellent point
blank saves during the 1st half. Athy came out a
different team in the second half and outscored

Moorefield 2-03 to 1-03 but it was the overall
dominance of Moorefield in all positions that
justifible secured them the title on the night. In the
closing stages of the game, Athy kicked 5 wides,
which, had they been converted, would've reflected
more fairly on the game which saw Moorefield win
out on a scoreline of 3-8 to 2-04. Notable players for
Athy on the night were Niamh Mulhall, Ellen Purcell,
Jodi Black, Melissa Nolan & Erika Dempsey who has
been Athy's most consistent player all season.
Overall, it was an excellent display of
football at U14 level & credit must also go to the
referee on the night Sean Duane.

Moorefield - Division 2 champions

Division 3 Celbridge 2-7 Ballymore 1-4

Celbridge played Ballymore in the Final of the U14
Div 3 Girls Football final on Thursday 26th of
May. It was a very windy evening with the wind
blowing from end to end. Ballymore started with the
wind but Celbridge were first to strike when Lauren
Keeley got inside the Ballymore defence and fired
low to the keepers left for a an early goal. Ballymore
then got the upper hand against a determined
Celbridge defence and scored three points without
reply aided by a strong wind. The first Half finished
even. Celbridge again opened the scoring when Eilish
O'Brien drifted across the front of the goals and
crashed a goal to the roof of the net. Gemma Kilduff
scored two points from frees and Niamh Flynn scored
a point from play. Ballymore came roaring back with
a well worked goal putting them back in the game
followed by a further point from play. However
Celbridge finished the strongest with points from
Gemma Kilduff (2), Lauren Keeley(2) and Niamh
Flynn (1). Celbridge played well from 1 to 15 and
deserved their win. It finished Celbridge 2-7 to
Ballymore 1-4.
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Division 4 Balyna 3-4 Leixlip 1-9 (AET)

By Majella O Donoghue

Congratulations to both teams on such a competitive
and entertaining game of football played in Celbridge
on a cold wind swept summers evening. Balyna
opened up the scoring after 5 minutes of play with a
point from Ciara O Donoghue this score was
followed a few minutes later by a very well taken
goal by Sarah Walsh. Leixlip opened up their tally
with 2 frees in the 10 and 12 minute scored by centre
forward Cliona O Brien who also scored again from
play before half time with a point into the strong
wind. Balyna had numerous chances of goals before
half time but thanks to the strong defending of the
Leixlip backs they failed to register anymore
scores. Balyna came out in the second half eager to
put this match to bed with a super goal from Tory
Ward two minutes into play followed by a free from
Captain Ciara O Donoghue. Full forward Shauna
Farrell got her name on the score board with a well
taken goal before Leixlip started their super fight
back they scored 1 goal and 5 points which were
unanswered by Balyna and the final whistle sounded
with both teams level. After a brief discussion
between the two managers extra time was the order
of the day. Sally Morrin slotted the only point that
Balyna or Leixlip scored in the first period of extra
time. The last ten minutes resumed with Leixlip
playing with the wind they scored one point from
play but they continued to attack in search of a
winning score but thanks to the persistent defending
of Anna Mc Crossan and centre back Audrey Flynn
the failed to notch up any more scores. With both
teams level again Balyna in a final effort to win the
match switched Ciara o Donoghue from centre field
to full forward and Shauna Farrell really came into
her own at mid field. She gave a super pass to Ciara
O Donoghue who kicked the winning point before
she was carried off with sever cramp. The final
whistle sounded and there were great scenes of
elation in the Balyna camp and bitter disappointment
in the Leixlip camp. The real winner in this match
was football played by two evenly matched teams
who gave everything in a very sporting and
entertaining game. Well done to all involved!
Teams Leixlip: Mairead Dolan, Lauren Sloan, Orla
Murphy, Ciara Ferris, Mary Timmons, Edel Prior,
Chida Chemaou, Kayley Farrell, Cliona O Brien,
Sadh De Silva, Megan Kelly, Saoirse Sunderland,
Jade Foley. Balyna: Faye Duggan, Leanne Hickey,
Orna Lowry, Jade Sherwood, Catherina Cunningham,
Audrey Flynn, Anna McCrossan, Niamh Flattery,
Ciara O Donghue, Georgia Dempsy, Tory Ward,

Sarah walsh, Claudia Grehan, Shauna Farrell, Sally
Morin, Emily Baldwin.

Division 5 Robert Emmets 1-2 Rathcoffey 0-3

By Anne Bagnall

Robert Emmetts played Rathcoffey in a
thrilling competitive and very close final. This match
was played at a very fast pace and was end to end
with the girls chasing every ball and possession
changing regularly. The result was a close low
scoring game. Rathcoffey scored 2 points in the first
half to no score for Emmetts. Only for some very
good defending from Robert Emmetts backs the score
would have been a lot more. The start of the second
half saw Emmetts come out fighting harder for every
ball and their good work was rewarded when a free
taken by Claire Cahill resulted in a goal. This got
Emmetts on the up and they defended their narrow
lead well. Emmetts got two more points from Roisin
Mc Connon and Niamh Mulligan.
The Rathcoffey girls did not give up and scored
another point but the girls from Robert Emmetts were
not going to loose this match and a fine save by
keeper Gbemi Landenergan insured victory to
Robert Emmetts. Final score Robert Emmetts 1.02
Rathcoffey 0.03.
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U14 Kildare team


